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homes for guidance, wisdom, and courage in confronting the challenges be-
fore us.

We can pray openly thanks to the religious freedom guaranteed for us by
the First Amendment to the Constitution. That freedom and the diversity
of faiths it has fostered are among America’s most important achievements.
They have made our Nation a beacon for generations of people from around
the world who have traveled here seeking to worship according to their
conscience without fear of coercion or constraint.

On this National Day of Prayer, observed so soon after the tragedy in Little-
ton, Colorado, and the tornadoes that devastated communities in Kansas,
Texas, and Oklahoma, we are more keenly aware than ever of the power
and solace we find in prayer. Throughout the days that have followed the
deaths of and injury to so many of our fellow citizens, Americans have
united in prayer for those who died or were harmed, for the comfort and
peace of their families, for the wisdom to heal our society, and for the
strength to overcome such tragedies. For as Martin Luther King, Jr., so elo-
quently said, ‘‘When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds of
despair, and when our nights become darker than a thousand midnights,
let us remember that there is a creative force in this universe . . . a power
that is able to make a way out of no way and transform dark yesterdays
into bright tomorrows.’’

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, has called on our citizens to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the religious diversity
our freedom permits by recognizing annually a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 6, 1999, as a National Day of
Prayer. I encourage the citizens of this great Nation to pray, each in his or
her own manner, seeking strength from God to face the problems of today,
requesting guidance for the uncertainties of tomorrow, and giving thanks
for the rich blessings that our country has enjoyed throughout its history.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7194 of May 5, 1999

Mother’s Day 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

There is nothing more precious than the bond between a mother and her
child. With unconditional love and infinite patience, our mothers nurture
us throughout our lives, helping us to meet life’s challenges and achieve
our dreams. Mothers—whether biological or adoptive, foster or step-
mothers—are the cornerstones of our families, and our families are the



39

Proclamations Proc. 7195

foundation of our Nation. Mothers are the bridges that link America’s best
promise to its brightest reality.

The role of women has changed dramatically in the last half-century, bring-
ing exciting new opportunities as well as fresh challenges. Today, our
mothers can be mayors and managers, heads of households and home-
makers—yet they still make us the center of their lives and the focus of
their love. Regardless of whether they work inside or outside the home, we
still turn to our mothers when we need reassurance, advice, or comfort. De-
votion and love, loyalty and selflessness—these are the traits that define
motherhood.

For 85 years, we have reserved the second Sunday in May as a special day
to honor our mothers for their strength, nobility, and generosity. In so
many ways, we owe our successes—and those of our Nation—to the loving
influence of our mothers. Although we can never repay them for their gift
of life and love, we can honor them in person or cherish their beloved
memory. The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May of each year as
‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the President to call for its appropriate ob-
servance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 9, 1999, as Mother’s Day. I urge
all Americans to express their love and appreciation for their mothers on
this day and every day and to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7195 of May 10, 1999

Peace Officers Memorial Day and Police Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Whether working in big cities, suburban communities, or small rural towns,
America’s law enforcement officers serve each day as a defense against the
forces of crime and brutality. These courageous men and women defend
our lives with their own. All too often they pay the ultimate price for their
dedication, as America saw again this past year when an armed intruder
invaded the United States Capitol and gunned down Officer Jacob J. Chest-
nut and Detective John M. Gibson. These brave men were husbands, fa-
thers, neighbors, and friends. We must honor and remember their sacrifice
and the loss of the loved ones they left behind.

We must also remember that the heroes who died defending the U.S. Cap-
itol were just 2 of the 61 law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty
last year. Firearms took all but 3 of these lives. In addition, 78 officers died


